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A BRIEF 


EN QUI RY, Ce. 


EVERAL Arguments 
have been urg'd to juſti- 
ty the keeping up the 
preſent Number of For- 
ces in this Nation, viz. 

That they are voted for one Year 

only; — That they are command- 

ed by Gentlemen of great Rank and 

F ortune; and, That there is not the 

leaſt 


[ 6 } 
leaſt Reaſon to fear or ſuſpect, that 


his preſent Majefly will at any time 
make an ill Uſe of them. 


And it muſt be acknowledg'd, 
That if an Attempt were made to 
annex the preſent Number of Forces 
to the Conſtitution, by declaring 
that they ought perpetually to be 
kept up and maintain'd; --— or, 
It theſe Forces were — by 
Men of no Fortune or Family, ſuch 
as might eaſily be prevail d with to 
give up our Liberties to the arbitrary 
Will of any ambitious Prince ; ----- 
or, It there were juſt 3 to 
ſuſpect, that the Prince upon the 
Throne would attempt to make him- 
ſelf abſolute, by Means, and by the 
Aſſiſtance of theſe Forces; — If 
all, or either of theſe were the Caſe, 
it would be prudent, it would be the 
| e Duty of every Man, to 


oppoſe 


1 
oppoſe the keeping up the preſent 


Number of Forces. 


But ſtill, though nothing of this 
be really the Caſe or Condition; yet 
this alone will not juſtify the keeping 
up a large Body of regular Forces in 
a Free Government. 


This nothing can do, but the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of the Thing, that is/ 
a Neceſlity ariſing purely from the 
Situation of our Affairs at Home. 


Indeed, did we live upon the Con- 
tinent, and had we juſt Reaſon to 
fear the Invaſion of ſome neighbour- 
ing Prince or State, this alone would 
juſtify the keeping up a large Body 


of regular Forces. 


But, as we are an Iſand, happily 
ſeparated by the Sea from the reſt of 
the World and as our Vaval Force 


IS 
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is vaſt! iy ſuperior to that of any Prince 


or Nation upon the Continent, there 
is nothing that can juſtify the keep- 
ing up the preſent Number of For- 
ces, but the alfolute Weceſſity of the 
Thing. 


This is the fre qua non, is that 
alone, without which no other Ar- 
guments can juſtify the keeping up 
the preſent Body of Forces. 


The only Queſtion then, or Dif- 
ficulty that ariſes here is this, - - - - Is 


there this abſolute N eceſſity of ſuch a 
Body of Forces at * Time? 


What! is that Rule by which every 
Man ought to be guided and al 
mined in this Caſe? 


This, it is plain, can be no other, 
than his own Obſervation and Expe- 
rience 
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rience of the preſent Temper of the 
Nation. 


If I vlainly fee, ---- That the 
Temper of the People in general is 
ſuch, as ſubjects them to be too ea- 
fily led into Inſurrections, and a 
Change of Goverament ; --- - and, 
that among Men of Rank and For- 
tune, there is a great Number, who 
are ready to throw off their Allegi- 
ance to the preſent Government, and 
to ſeduce the People to join with 
them in ſuch a wicked and deſperate 
Attempt; --- If I am perſuaded of 
the Truth of this from a ſtrict and 
impartial Obſervation; in this Caſe, 
I am certainly juſtified, it is my in- 
diſpenſible Duty, to declare for the 
keeping up the preſent Number of 


Forces. 


So that in this Caſe, every Man 
muſt be . and directed by 
B bis 


10 J 
his own Experience and Obſervation, 
as to the Truth or Falſhood of theſe 
Facts. 


If any Man is verily perſuaded, 
that this ſeditious Temper and Diſaf- 
fection prevails to that Degree, as 
that the Government is not ſecure 
from Inſurrections at Home; and 
much more if there be Reaſon to fear 
and apprehend that theſe Inſurrecti- 
ons may be ſecretly or openly foment- 
ed or aided by ſome Foreign Power; 
in this Caſe, it is the indiſpenſi- 
ble Duty of that Man to provide for 
the Safety of the Government, by 
declaring, That the Government is 
not ſafe without ſuch a Body of For- 
ces to protect and defend it. 


This is the fmgle Point, which all 
who ſpeak and write upon this Sub- 
ject, ought to confine themſelves 
tO. 


The 
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The whole Enquiry lies within a 
very narrow Compals, and is plain- 
ly no more than this, - Is the pre- 
ſent Temper of the Nation ſuch as 
I have here deſcribed it, or is it not? 


And here, to declare my own 
Judgment, to ſpeak from my own 
Experience and Obſervation, I do in 

my Conſcience believe, That there 
never was a Time, in which this 
Temper prevail'd in the Nation to ſo 
great a Degree, as it does at this pre- 
ſent Time. 


—— — N 
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And ] muſt profeſs myſelf aſtoniſh- 

ed, when I hear any Man, who I 

am perſuaded i is a Friend to the pre- 

ſent Eſtabliſhment, expreſs the leaſt 
Doubt of the Truth of it. 


At firſt View indeed, one would 
be inclin'd to think, --- That if ever 
BY there 


[ 12 ] 
there was a Neceſſity for keeping up 
a large Body of diſciplin d Forces, 
it muſt have been immediately after 
the Revolution; when there was a 


much greater Number of Mon- Ju- 
rors than is at preſent, and when the 


New Settlement was but juſt fixed 
and eſtabliſhed, and the excluded 


Prince was ſupported by a very pow- 


erful Nation. 


But, notwithſtanding all this, it is 
more certain, that thoſe who think 
that a large Body of regular Forces 
was more neceſſary at that Time, 
than atthe preſent, are greatly miſta- 


ken; and that for this plain Reaſon ; 


— That the Terrors of Popery, and 
our great and wonderful Deliverance, 
were then ak in every Man's Me- 


mory. 


This united the Nation almoſt as 


one Man, and was a ſtronger Securi- 


I ty, 


—F 1 
ty, than an Army of a Hundred 
thouſand Men. : 


But to our Shame and Reproach 
be it ſpoken, — The Evils of Popery 
are, with too many of us, no longer 
a Terror; and we have forgot or de- 
ſpiſe the Gries from which we were 
ſo providentially delivered. 


Thoſe therefore who would draw 
a Parallel between theſe two Periods 
of Time, and argue that there is no 
greater Neceſſity for keeping upa large 
Body of regular Forces now, than was 
immediately after the Revolution, 
plainly diſcover great Weakneſs, or 
a ſtrong Deſire to ſee all Things 
thrown into the utmoſt Confuſion. 


But - notwithſtanding this plain 
State of the Caſe, --- How far, or 
upon what Motive it 1s juſtifiable to 
keep up the preſent Number of For- 


ces, 
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ces, it may not be improper to take 
notice of two Arguments, which 
have been conſtantly, and with great 
Earneſtneſs inſiſted upon, to ſhew the 
Unreaſonableneſs and Danger of keep- 
ing up the preſent Number of For- 
CES. 


Theſe are, viz. 


1. That it is contrary to the O- 
pinion and Practice of the Old Whigs, 


2. That it is inconſiſtent with, or 


a Breach of the Conſtitution. 


This Queſtion, concerning the 
Neceſlity of keeping up a large Body 
of diſciplin'd Forces in a Free Go- 
vernment, was debated in Parlia- 
7nent, in the Reign of King William. 


— 


And it is not to be denied, That 
the /higs in thoſe Days vigorouſly 
op- 


151 
oppos d the keeping up ſuch a Body 


of Forces, even though it was done 
with Conſent of Parliament, and was 
voted for one Year only; and, I 
may add, tho' the Army was com- 
pos'd, as the preſent is, and they had 
no Jealouſy of the Prince on the 
Throne. | 


The Arguments, which they in- 
ſiſted upon were; --- That there 
was no abſolute Weceſſity for ſuch a 
Body of Forces ; that the Safety of 
the Government did in no Degree 
depend upon it; and, that it was 
impoſſible, that any People or Na- 
tion, who had been ſo very lately de- 
livered, in almoſt a miraculous man- 
ner, from the Evils of Popery and 
arbitrary Power, could ſo ſoon have 
forgot thoſe Evils and Dangers, 'or 
have the leaſt Inclination to revolt to 
that Prince, whom they had but juſt | 
before excluded from the Throne. | 

Theſe 
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Theſe were the Arguments, which 
prevail'd with the Ola M pigs to op- 
poſe the keeping up a large Num- 
ber of regular Forces in that Reign. 


And to ſuppoſe or argue, --- That 
it is ridiculous for any Man to aſſume 
the Character of an Old V hig, who 
declares for the keeping up the pre- 
ſent Number of Forces; or, that if 
the Old YYhigs had lived in theſe 
Days, they would not have declared 
the ſame; --- Nothing can be more 
weak, or without all manner of 
Truth or Foundation, than both theſe 
Aſſertions are. 


A Man of true Mhig Principles 
will never give his Conſent to the 
keeping up a large Body of diſciplin'd 
Forces, let what Reaſon will be pre- 
tended for it, if there be wanting this 
one Reaſon, --- The abſolute Meceſſity 


from 


1 
from the Situation of Aﬀairs at 
Home. 


This, as I faid before, is the ſine 
qua non, that without which, not all 
the Reaſons that can poſſibly be uſed 
beſides, can juſtify the keeping up 


ſuch a Number of Forces. 


And whenever there is this Neceſ- 
ſity, to talk of its being contrary to 
Whig Principles, is the moſt ridicu- 
lous ir fallacious way of Reaſoning, 


that can poſſibly be made ule of, 


It is to ſuppoſe, that the Old 
Fhigs would have had no regard 
whether it is our Intereſt and our 
Happineſs to preſerve the preſent E- 
ſtabliſhment, or not. 


There cannot therefore be any 
thing more foreign and inconſiſtent, 


than to quote the Mritings of the 
C Old 


— — — 
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Old Whigs upon this Occaſion, and 


particularly of Mr. Trenchard. 


This Gentleman was, no doubt, 
an Enemy to the keeping up a large 
Body of diſciplin d Forces in this Na- 
tion; that is, he was an Enemy to 
their being made a Part of the Con- 


flitution. And who among the pre- 


ſent /higs does not agree with Mr. 
Trenchard in this? 


But does this prove, --- That Mr. 
Trenchard would have oppos d the 


keeping up a large Body of diſci- 
plin'd Forces; it he had been, and 


was convinced, that the Safety of the 
Government abſolutely requir d it at 
any particular Time! 7 


Let thoſe "MY PE appeal to Mr. 
Trenchard's W ritings, produce one 
Paſſage out of them, that has the 
leaſt Tendency to ſhew that it was 


his 
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his Opinion,---That there could a- 
ver be a Time, when it was neceſſary 
to keep up a large Body of Forces 
in this Nation; or ſuppoſing that 
Neceſſity, that ſuch a Body of For- 
ces ought not to be kept up, till that 

Neceſſity ceaſed and was at an End. 


Mr. Trenchard does declare in his 
Writings, -- - That the moſt likely 
way of reſtoring the Pretender 1s the 
maintaining a ſtanding Army to keep 
him out? And a much greater Man 
than he, the late Lord Somers has 
declar'd, --- That any Man, who 
would pretend to give a Jealouſy of 
the Nation to the King, and ſuggeſt 
that he could not be fate among them, 
unleſs he were inviron'd with Guards 
and Troops, ought to be abhorred 
by every true Engliſhman, by every 
Man who loves Liberty and his Coun- 
try. | 


C 2 And 
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And what is the Concluſion to be 
drawn from hence, That, had theſe 
two Men liv'd in theſe Days, they 
would have declared againſt keeping 
up the preſent Number of Forces? 


Nothing leſs 8 There is not one 


Word in what I have here produced 


from theſe two Men, nor in all Mr. 
Trenchard's Mritings, from whence it 
can be inferr'd, that they would have 
acted in that manner. 


All that Mr. Trenchard, or that 
noble Lord meant, was, -- - That 
whoever laid it down as a Maxim 
that ought never to be departed from, 
or that ought to be made a Part of 
the Conſtitution, that we could never 
be ſafe from the Pretender but by 
maintaining an Army to keep him 


out, that Man propoſed the moſt 
likely way to reſtore him, 


It 
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It was the maintaining an Army 
at all Times, when there was no ap- 
parent or immediate Danger, that 
Mr. Trenchard and the noble Lord 
condemn ; and not the keeping up 
an Army at a particular Time, when 
| there was an abſolute Neceſſity for 
1 It, * 


This, I think, is ſufficient to ex- 

poſe the Abſurdity of thoſe who ar- 
gue that the modern Whigs have de- 
parted from the Principles of the Old 
Whigs, or, that if the Old Whigs 
had liv'd in theſe Days, they would 
have oppoſed the preſent Number of 
Forces, becauſe . they oppos'd the 
ſame Meaſure in the time of King 
Pilliam; when, in truth, theſe two 
Periods of Time, as I have clearly + 
prov'd, do not bear the leaſt Simili- 
rude one to the other. 18 


Tho 
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The other Argument, which has 
with great Vehemence been urg d 
againſt the preſent Forces, is, That 


it is inconſiſtent with, or a Breach of 
the C * 


By a a of the Conſtitution 
muſt be underſtood, That it is a 
Meaſure which is not juftified by the | 


Conſtitution. 


ls agreed, that the keeping up 
a large Body of diſciplin'd Forces is 
what the Conſtitution does not juſti- 
iy; that is, there is no Provifton 
made by the Conſtitution for the 
taking ſuch a Step. 


1 But what is the Inference from 
I this, that therefore this * ought 
not to be done? 


|| ; * 
| | If ; 
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If it be, I am fure this other In- 
| ference may, and muft be drawn 
from it, That the late” Revolution is 


not to be juſtified, 


And, to ſpeak the Truth, I am 


not in the leaft ſurprized to ſee the 
| Deſcendants of thoſe Men who oppo- 
| ſed the Revolution in every Step of it, 

| oppoſe the keeping up the preſent 


| Number of Forces. 


They are both equally inconſiſt- 
ent with the Conſtitution, and both 


to be juſtified upon the ſame Foot, 
vis. The abſolute NM Veceſſir of the 


Thing. 


Whoever will conſult that famous 
Conference between both Howſes of 
Parliament, at the Time of the Re- 
volution, concerning the Yacancy of 


the Throne, will find, that all the Ar- 
_— guments 


241 


guments which were urg d by the 
Tories againſt declaring the Throne 
vacant, center in this one, —— That 
it was inconſiſtent with the Conſtitu- 
tion; that is, that they were not 


juſtified by the Conſtitution to de- 


throne the Prince then living, and to 
place another in his ſtead, 


Had the two Houſes of Parliament 
attempted to ſet aſide all K:ngly Go- 


vernment, and to erect themſelves 
into an Ari ſtocracy or Commonwealth, 


this indeed had been an open and 
direct Breach and Violation of the 
Conftitution, and what they could 
not be juſtified in doing, there being 
no ſuch Power delegated to them by 
the People. 


But when they only dethron'd the 
Prince then living for his maniteſt 
Breach and Violation of the Conſti- 
tution, and nominated another in his 


ſtead, 


— " — ö nn n 
Bd 2 29 2 Fo rag =*" þ 3 * 9 * - 


a 2 os 1 
F 


„„ 


: 
0 N 
* 
fl 
4 
1 
'F 
19 
＋ 
* 
* 3 
7 


N . $7 = a Cn 
* 1 S 4 
i SOS - 


L 25 ] 
ſtead, purely to preſerve the antient 
Conſtitution by King, Lords, and 
Commons, which King James would 
have ſubverted; how was this a 


Breach of the Conſtitution ? 


So far from it, that it was the only 


poſſible Means to preſerve the Conſti- 


tution. And thoſe Men, who com- 
plain'd of this as a Breach of the Con- 
ſtitution, plainly ſhew'd, that they 
were the only Perſons who meant to 
ſubvert the Conſtitution. 


It is true, there was nothing in the 
Conſtitution to juſtify this extraor- 


dinary Proceeding; that is, there 
was no Law that expreſly provided, 
— That, in caſe the King violated 
his Coronation Oath, and attempted 
to deſtroy the Conſtitution by making 
himſelf abſolute, he might and ought 
to be _ 


D But 
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But the Weceſſry of the Tang z u- 
ſtified the doing of it. The Sala 
Populi in this Caſe was of itſelf a full 


Juſtification for this extraordinary 
Proceeding. 


The Caſe is exactly parallel to that 
now before us. 


It is the ab/olute Meceſſity of 4 


- the Salus Populi, = guard- 


— our Conſtitution, and the 
—— us from falling a Sacrifice 
to thoſe Men who would reſtore the 
pretended Heirs of King James, in 


order to ſubvert the Conſtitution,--- 


This is what juſtifies the keeping up 
the preſent Number of F orces. 


It is allow d to be an extraordina- 
'ry Step or Proceeding, what the 
Conſtitution has made no expreſs 
Proviſion for, and what nothing 
: leſs 
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leſs than the abſolute Neceſſity of 
the Thing can warrant or juſtify. 


Should we be ſurpriz d then to 
ſee the Deſcendants of thoſe Men, 
who, at the Time of the Revolution, 

contended for the utter aboliſhing of 
the antient Conſtitution, under Pre- 
tence of preſerving it; contending 
now with the ſame Warmth, and 
under the ſame ridiculous Pretence, 
againſt a Proceeding, which, they 
cannot but know, is of abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity to preſerve the Conſtitution, 
which can ſubſiſt no longer than the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment is preſerved? 


What a ridiculous Farce is it for 
theſe Men to aſſume the Character 
of Old Whigs, who, upon the very 
ſame Principle, and to ſerve the very 
/ame End, would have oppos'd the 
Whigs in placing the. Prince of O- 

= D 2 range 
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range upon the Throne ; as they 
nom oppoſe the keeping up the pre- 
ſent Forces, viz. The Deſtruction 
of all Liberty and of the Conſtitu- 
tion itſelf ; which, as it muſt have 
been the neceſſury Conſequence of 
not placing the Prince of Orange 
upon the Throne, ſo it would be the 
neceſſary Conſequence of reducing 
the Number of Forces at t rhis Con- 
juncture. 


What iale Grimace is it for Theſe 
Men to pretend to be the only Pa- 
zrons for Liberty; who, — 
they were entruſted with Power, 
always made this, or a worſe uſe of 
it, --- To root out and extinguiſh 


all Liberty both Civil and Relig 


OUS, 


And whoever will be 3 
that They can, or intend to act any o- 


ther 
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ther Part, were they to be entruſted 
again, — deſerves, if it were not 
for his Country's Sake, to be led 


into Captivity and r * 
them. 


In This - - - = are no Change- 
lings. 


g Upon the whole then. It is 
| the ahſolute Weceſſity of the Thing 
| alone, that can juſtify the keep- 
ing up a large Body of diſciplin'd 


Forces in a Free Government. 


And no longer than this Neceſſi- 
ty continues, ought they to be kept 


Pp 
It r may be of the _ fatal Con- 


ſequence hereafter to continue them 
for any longer Time. It muſt be 
our immediate Ruin and Deftrufion, 


ſhould 
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ſhould they be reduc'd, whilſt this 
Neceſſity ſubſiſts. 


This is the true, and the only true 
State of the Caſe, How far, and 
upon what Motive or Conſideration 
it is juſtifiable to keep up a large 
Body of diſciplin d Forces in a Free 
Government. 


It does not require a great deal of 
Reaſoning and Argument in this 
Caſe. All declaiming in general a- 
gainſt the Danger and Miſchief of 
ſtanding Armies is foreign to the 
Purpoſe, and deſign d only to per- 
plex and amuſe. 


There is but this oe plain Rueſtt- 
on, which every Man ought to put 
to himſelf; --- Is there this abſelute 
Neceſſity, or is there not! 


” 


\ 5 And 
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And the only Rule to judge in this 
Caſe, and that, which muſt deter- 
mine every Man, how he ought to 
act, is, his own Obſervation and Ex- 
 perience of the Views and Deſigns of 
ſome Men in particular, and of the 
preſent Temper and Condition of the 


WVation in general. 


FINIS. 


